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Significant Safety Occurrence

Date: 24 Jan 2013 Reported By: Ross Ormerod
Date of Incident: 15 Jan 2013 Location: NCIG
Approved for Release By: | Tertius de Vries Incident Number: | INC34878

Incident Description

Contractors were installing pipework and accessories from an EWP and needed to return the EWP to
ground level. Whilst the EWP basket was being lowered a 65mm water pipe elbow was knocked and fell
~ 2 meters from a steel beam where it had been placed un-secured by the workers in the EWP. As it fell
the elbow struck the EWP basket and bounced off onto an adjacent work area and came to rest ~2.5m
from where another worker was located. No-one was struck or injured.

Barricaded drop zones were not in place for the work.
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Root Causes

Equipment was not restrained

Extent of Injury / Damage

Injury: Nil Actual (0), Potential LTI (3). Damage: Actual 1, Potential 1 (<$10,000)
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Corrective Actions

e Ensure that, when working from an EWP, all equipment should be restrained so that items cannot fall
from the work area to lower levels

e Ensure that barricading is used at ALL levels below the work area i.e. ground level and intermediate
levels to provide suitable drop zone demarcations

Additional Comments

None

Potential Severity of Incident

Potential LTI if someone had been struck by the falling elbow

Contact For Further Information:

Name: Tertius de Vries

Position: Safety Manager

Contact Number: | 0401 252 305

Email Address: tdevries@hatch.com.au
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